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TO

FROM

DATE: August 8, 2006

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF PROPOSED PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR
MICHIGAN'S ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENT
(ELPA)

The purpose of this State Board of Education item is to present the tentative
performance standards that were recommended for the new Michigan English
Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA). The procedures used to set the
performance standards were described in an information item in June, 2006. The
procedures were carefully followed by the facilitators of the process, and were
monitored by Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability (OEAA) staff to
assure adherence to the plan. The results of the standard-setting activities are
presented to the State Board of Education at this meeting since standard setting
occurred July 10-12, 2006. The Michigan Technical Advisory Committee (comprised
of nationally-recognized measurement and statistics experts), will review the
procedures used and standard setting outcomes in late July, 2006. The results of
that meeting will be presented at the August, 2006 State Board of Education
meeting.

Performance standards were recommended on the ELPA for each grade from
Kindergarten to twelfth grade. The recommended standards define the levels of
performance for the statewide assessments used on the ELPA. These are Level Basic,
Low Intermediate, High Intermediate, and Proficient.

Standard setting panels were organized by grade span (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12).
They were first asked to recommend standards for grades 2, 3, 8, and 9. After
recommending those standards, the adjacent grade groups met together to assure
that the standards recommended made sense within a complete assessment system.
After that, the panelists were then asked to set standards for grades K, 5, 6, and 12;
again assuring that the recommended standards made sense as a complete system.
Finally, standards were recommended in grades, 1,4, 7, 10, and 11 as a part of the
complete system.

Standard setting was carried out by panels of educators and other Michigan
stakeholders working under the direction of the contractors for ELPA and staff of
the Department. Each panel spent three days reviewing the assessment
instrument(s) assigned to them, individually judging the level of performance that
students would need to achieve for each of the four performance levels for each
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assessment, discussing these within their panel, and repeating this process up to
three times, with additional performance information provided during each round,

Panelists made their final judgments individually, and the resulting
recommendations are a compilation of these individual judgments. Panelists were
then asked to indicate their confidence in the standards that they set and the
processes used to set them. This summary information will also be presented when
the results of standard setting are presented to the State Board of Education.

Attachment A provides a summary of the results of the ELPA standard setting
process In terms of the recommended cut scores. Attachment B provides a
summary of the panelists' evaluation of the ELPA process.

The result of this effort is that each panel recommends performance standards
for each grade level. These recommended performance standards are presented
to the State Board of Education for your discussion and approval.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education aooroye the
oerformance standards that were recommended by the standard setting
Danels for the ELPA. and to use these oerformance standards in reoortina
the SDrina 2006 ELPA results.
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Attachment A

Results of the ELPA Standard Setting Process

The results presented to the State Board of Education are comprised of the
recommended cut scores. Other information is available to answer any questions
including the complete final standard setting plan and technical report.

The Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability, the Harcourt Assessment Inc.
facilitators, and the Assessment & Evaluation Services facilitators carefully monitored
the process to assure that the panelists were focused upon the Performance Level
Descriptors, upon the Items on the assessments, upon student work on the
assessments, and that all other parts of the approved process were followed.

1 54 18 89 S rin 2006 9-12 Base Form
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Attachment B

Panelist Evaluations of the ELPA Standard Setting Process

Indicate the level of success of various components of the standard-setting

Gen~al standard settln~LainlnQ 5 3

Combined committee discussion 1 1

General st~~settina training 6 2

3-5 ~_eview of the test 2 ~ 4

Combined committee discussion
_!- 4 3

General standard settina trainina 3 5

6-8 _~~ew of the test 1 J- 6

Combined committee discussion- 2 6

General standar~lnq trainina 4 4

9-12 B~view of the test 1 7

Combined committee discussion
-- ! 3 4
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Please indicate the importance that you placed on the following factors in selecting
ordered item booklets

UnderstandinQ of performance level descriDtors 2 6

Information about the difficulty level Qflt_~_ms ~ §

K-2 I f I d" .nDut J:Q!!Lv9ur comm ttee IScusslon~ 8

Input from the facilitator 1 5 2

UnderstandinQ o~~~rfqrmance level descriptors 1 4 3

Information about the diffIcultY level of items-- - 4 4

3-5
Input from your committee discussions 5 2

InDut from the facilitator- 3 4 1

UnderstandinQ of performance level descriptors 2 6

Information about t~ffl~l~ level of items ~.! 2

6-8
Input from your committee discussions 1 2 5

InDut from the facilitator 3 5

Und~~tandinq of Derformance level descriD~ 3 5

Inform~!Q~about the difficulty level of ite~ 3 5

9-
Input from your committee discussions 1 2 5

InDut from the facilitator 2 2 4

Page 5 of 6



\D N

N
I

~

,,"-
1/1
L-
0C

-
°t:U1/1
O

J
"0O

J
>..!!O

J
uCIUEL-

ogO
J

~~
IxO
J

~
I.=:J0>
.

fIUCO
J

"0~C0u3:
0I! In ,.,1

('..1/1
~C'0a.
~~ujijlc'
1;1~0~

'clQ
)

EQ
)I

u10
0.Q

)
.c~c~0>

-

~10
~CQ

)
"0~c8~

I
l:I:j

~

,..

N
i

t'o.

~0"'Q
.

°L:
u\I)Q

I
"0"Q

j
>Q

I

i ~CIUEL.

.gQ
I

Q
.

Q
I

:510

I

~0>
-

~IUCQ
I

"0~C0U~0::[:1

U
')I

P
) M f"'),

U
\

(¥)

~
I

.sa;
'C

'
~

!
Q

J
'C"'Q

j

~Q
J

UCIVEL-

ogQ
J

C
o

Q
J

.c0~Q
J

Q
J

.c.E~
I

0~L-IV
'!

C
I

Q
J!

'CICC0U~0
-:1:
IX

)I
\D ,.,1

~ P
4

.. ~

","
0\ ("-I/)51

'Q
.

"t:UI/)Q
J

"0"'Q
j

~~C10EL-

ogQ
J

a.Q
J

.C
o

'0~Q
J

Q
J

.C
oCj0>
-

f10CQ
J

;gl81~0:J:

N . N

\0\0-0\0(J)
01
IQ0..


